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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Sakai et al. 
(US 5,613,135); hereinafter Sakai. 

As for claim 1 , Sakai teaches a supplemental LCD panel (status LCD 44; fig. 2) 
for displaying tool bar information (status regarding various icons) from a software 
application (inherent operating system) thereon, comprising: 

a LCD segments (areas R1-R12 displaying status of various icons; column 20 
lines 36-43); 

a software driver (key data of an SMI interrupt caused by a depressed hot key is 
sent to the status LCD control gate array 26 and subsequently the status LCD 44; fig. 1 ; 
column 16 lines 62-65); and 

an input/output circuit (gate array 26) for enabling information (key data) to be 
transmitted from a computer (via SMI interrupt) and displayed on said LCD segment 
(consequently updated; column 22 line 38 through column 23 line 18). 
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3. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by IBM Technical 
Disclosure Bulletin, vol. 38, no. 8, August 1995, "Flat Panel Auxiliary Displays"; 
hereinafter FPAD. 

As for claim 1, FPAD teaches a supplemental LCD panel (auxiliary LCD panel) 
for displaying tool bar information (icons or other graphical symbols) from a software 
application (inherently works with at least the operating system) thereon, comprising: 

a LCD segments (is a programmable icon LCD unit; page 247 paragraphs 1 and 

2); 

a software driver (the icons may be controlled in an X-windows or other window 
environments; page 247 paragraph 1); and 

an input/output circuit for enabling information to be transmitted from a computer' 
and displayed on said LCD segment (driving circuit for driving the LCD and is connected 
to flexible electrical connectors; page 248 paragraph 2). 

Moreover, FPAD teaches that the icons can be programmed to accommodate a 
range of iconic functions in order to adapt to various hardware. Since the hardware 
work with different applications, the icons are also tailored for different software 
applications (page 247 paragraph 4). 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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Klein (US 6,014,141 ) teaches a parameter display region, separate from the 
display screen, for displaying parameters related to adjustable computer operations. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tom V. Sheng whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
7684. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00am - 6:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Amr Awad can be reached on (571) 272-7764. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Tom Sheng 
May 29, 2006 
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